Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 THE HA 05389 221506Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 SS-15 STR-05 
ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-Ol FEA-01 
OIC-02 AF-10 ARA-10 EA-10 NEA-10 /143 W 

102545 221514Z/70/43 

R 211450Z OCT 77ZF. T. 

FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1433 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
EC COLLECTIVE 

CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 5389 
USEEC 

CO RRECTEDCOPY FOR ADEE CORRECTION AND CAPTION 
LINE 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EAGR 

SUB J : COMMENTS ON AGRICULTURAL REQUEST LIST FOR THE EC 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE OUR COMMENTS ON THE AGRICULTURAL REQUEST LIST 
FOR MTN DISCUSSSIONS: 

2. CUTS OF BEEF AND VEAL: IN ADDITION TO ESTABLISHMENT OF 
LEVY-BOUND QUOTA, WE RECOMMEND US SEEK ABOLITION DUTCH RE- 
STRICTION WHICH PROHIBITS ALL IMPORTS OF PORTIONS LESS THAN 
THREE KILOGRAMS. 

3. GRAINS: ABSENCE ON REQUEST LIST OF GRAINS OTHER THAN RICE 
IS NOTEWORTHY. WHEAT AND CORN (TOGETHER WITH SOYBEANS) 

CONSTITUTE MAJOR AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS FROM THE U.S., AND NETH- 
ERLANDS IS ONE OF OUR LARGEST MARKETS FOR THESE PRODUCTS. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 THE HA 05389 221506Z 

WHILE WE ARE NOT IN POSITION TO RECOMMEND US POSITION ON THIS 
MATTER. WE FEEL STRONGLY THAT SOME SUBSTANTIVE LIBERALIZATION 
OF IMPORT REGINIE ON GRAINS SHOULD BE A KEY ELEMENT OF OUR 
OVERALL NEGOTIATING POSTURE. 

4. POTATOES: IMPORTS FROM US ARE NOW PROHIBITED BECAUSE 
OF EXISTENCE OF RING ROT IN U.S. YET, WE KNOW THAT OTHER 
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COUNTRIES WHERE RING ROT EXIST (E.G. POLAND), ARE , AT TIMES, 

ALLOWED TO EXPORT TO NETHERLANDS. WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THIS 
POINT CLARIFIED IN MTN, PARTICULARLY IN REGARD TO "SPECIALTY 
POTATOES" FOR HOTEL/RESTAURANT TRADE WHICH WE THINK HAVE 
SOME MARKET POTENTIAL HERE. 

MCCLOSKEY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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